There are often criticisms of the steps along the way toward the critical editions we possess today, and this should be expected. Seldom does a major innovation issue in a perfect result on the first attempt. So for a critical edition, various scholars view the project from differing viewpoints and refine the criteria for improved versions. Consider, for example, probably the two closest parallels to the hb, the lxx and the nt, and the paths toward the production of their critical texts.
Paul Anton de Lagarde (1827 -1891 sought to analyze the plethora of manuscripts of the Greek ot and produce a critical text as close as possible to the original translation. Though he formulated solid principles, he never achieved this ambitious goal. His student Alfred Rahlfs (1865 Rahlfs ( -1935 began the project, producing probes for Ruth and Genesis and eventually his tentative edition of the Psalms,3 but regarding the full ot he achieved only a "pocket edition" entitled simply Septuaginta, based on but confined to "the three most important manuscripts," Vaticanus, Sinaiticus, and Alexandrinus.4
A Norman McLean (1906 -1940 . It presented a diplomatic text, the text of Vaticanus, supplemented where necessary by Alexandrinus, because "it would be premature to attempt to provide a reconstructed or 'true' text."5 Thus, it was understood that the desired "true" text would be a critically established edition, but they judged that the practical, achievable goal was to present the textus receptus represented by Vaticanus.6 The large number of volumes, however, of the Göttingen critical editions since published by the Septuaginta-Unternehmen have overwhelmingly shown the possibility and great value of critical editions, though it does take several attempts before the effort achieves full success. The essential early step for producing a critical edition of the Greek ot was the break with a textus receptus.
parallel project published in England was The Old Testament in Greek: According to the Text of Codex Vaticanus, edited by Alan England Brooke and
and Jeremiah 27:1-10 (34 G)," vt 58 (2008): 352-366. As planning for the production of the edition proceeded, it was decided that not Oxford University Press but the Society of Biblical Literature would publish the volumes both in book form and online with the title Hebrew Bible: Critical Edition.
